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The following is the agenda for the Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization's (MPO) 
Technical Advisory Committee meeting to be held on April 5, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. in the Doña 
Ana County Government Building, 845 Motel Blvd., Las Cruces, New Mexico. Meeting packets 
are available on the Mesilla Valley MPO website. 

The Mesilla Valley MPO does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, color, ancestry, serious medical condition, national origin, age, or disability in the provision of services. 
The Mesilla Valley MPO will make reasonable accommodation for a qualified individual who wishes to attend this 
public meeting. Please notify the Mesilla Valley MPO at least 48 hours before the meeting by calling 528-3043 
(voice) or 1-800-659-8331 (TTY) if accommodation is necessary. This document can be made available in 
alternative formats by calling the same numbers list above. Este documento está disponsible en español llamando 
al teléfono de la Organización de Planificación Metropolitana de Mesilla Valley: 528-3043 (Voz) o 1-800-659-8331 
(TTY). 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER __________________________________________________ Chair 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA ___________________________________________ Chair 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS ____________________________________________ Chair 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES ___________________________________________ Chair 

4.1. February 1, 2018  _______________________________________________________  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT _______________________________________________ Chair 

6. DISCUSSION ITEMS ____________________________________________________ 

6.1. Public Participation Plan Update Presentation  _______________________ MPO Staff 

6.2. Destino 2045 Comment Period  ___________________________________ MPO Staff 

7. COMMITTEE and STAFF COMMENTS ______________________________________ 

6.1.   City of Las Cruces, Doña Ana County, Town of Mesilla, Las Cruces Public Schools, 

RoadRUNNER Transit, and SCRTD Project Updates                             Jurisdictional Staff 

6.2.   NMDOT Projects Update                                                                                    NMDOT Staff 

6.3.   MPO Staff Update                      MPO Staff 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT _______________________________________________ Chair 

9. ADJOURNMENT__________________________________________________ Chair 
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION1
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE2

3
The following are minutes for the meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee of the4
Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) which was held February 1,5
2018 at 4:00 p.m. in Commission Chambers at Dona Ana County Government Building,6
845 Motel Blvd., Las Cruces, New Mexico.7

8
MEMBERS PRESENT: David Armijo (SCRTD)9

Mike Bartholomew (CLC Transit)10
Dave Wallace proxy for Bill Childress (BLM)11
Michael Garza (DAC Flood Commission)12
Todd Gregory (LCPS)13
Soo Gyu Lee (CLC)14
Dale Harrell (NMSU) (arrived 4:15)15
Jolene Herrera (NMDOT)16
Harold Love (NMDOT)17
Jack Younter proxy for Debbi Lujan (Town of Mesilla)18
Robert Duran proxy for Rene Molina (DAC Eng.)19
Lily Sensiba (EBID)20
Larry Shannon (Town of Mesilla)21
Tony Trevino (CLC Public Works)22

23
MEMBERS ABSENT: Luis Marmolejo (DAC Planning)24

25
STAFF PRESENT: Andrew Wray (MPO Staff)26

Michael McAdams (MPO Staff)27
Dominic Loya (MPO)28

29
OTHERS PRESENT: Becky Baum, RC Creations, LLC, Recording Secretary30

31
1. CALL TO ORDER (4:00 PM)32

33
Love: Okay. We'll call the meeting to order of the Mesilla Valley MPO Technical34

Advisory Committee. Let's start off by doing a roll call, starting to my far35
left.36

37
Gregory: Todd Gregory, Las Cruces Public Schools.38

39
Trevino: Tony Trevino, City of Las Cruces Public Works.40

41
DAVID WALLACE, PROXY FOR BILL CHILDRESS, MICROPHONE TURNED OFF.42

43
Herrera: Jolene Herrera, NMDOT.44

45
Duran: Robert Duran, Engineering, proxy for Rene Molina.46
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1
Armijo: David Armijo, South Central Regional Transit District.2

3
Sensiba: Lily Sensiba, EBID.4

5
Garza: Michael Garza, Dona Ana County Flood Commission.6

7
Love: And I'm Harold Love with New Mexico DOT and Chairman of the8

Committee.9
10

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA11
12

Love: Next item is the approval of the agenda. I'll be looking for a motion and a13
second.14

15
Trevino: Second. Motion to approve.16

17
Herrera: Second.18

19
Love: We have a motion and second. All in favor?20

21
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.22

23
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES24

25
3.1 January 4, 201826

27
Love: Next agenda item is the approval of the minutes and give a few minutes to28

review and be looking for a motion and second.29
30

Trevino: Motion to approve.31
32

Armijo: Motion to second for the vote.33
34

Love: Motion and second. All in favor?35
36

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.37
38

4. PUBLIC COMMENT39
40

Love: Next item is public comment. Do we have any public comment? Seeing41
none.42

43
5. DISCUSSION ITEMS44

45
5.1 Discussion of the 2019-2020 UPWP46
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1
Love: We'll move on to the discussion items. MPO staff.2

3
ANDREW WRAY GAVE HIS PRESENTATION.4

5
Herrera: Mr. Chair. Sorry Andrew. I do have a question. Related to 3.1, can you6

or will you be looking at including crash data ...7
8

Wray: Yes.9
10

Herrera: Possibly on the portal?11
12

Wray: Yes.13
14

Herrera: Okay.15
16

Wray: Yes.17
18

Herrera: Thanks.19
20

ANDREW WRAY CONTINUED HIS PRESENTATION.21
22

Herrera: Mr. Chair.23
24

Love: Go ahead.25
26

Herrera: I do have one comment. I think that we need to talk a little bit more about27
section 5.4, the A Mountain study area and that's probably a discussion28
that the NMDOT needs to have with MPO staff, just as far as the use of29
SPR funds. I don't know what the access to those kinds of funds is going30
to be like in the next fiscal year. So I just wanted to call attention to that.31
I'll check with our upper management in planning in Santa Fe and see32
about accessibility to those funds. But that might be an item that we have33
to remove depending on the availability of the funding.34

35
Wray: Staff was aware that that might be a possibility but we thought that since,36

it's in here because that was something that our Policy Committee in the37
last MTP specifically directed us to do and we have been unable to follow38
through with that. But we're aware with the potential funding issues with39
that. But thank you. I will make a note.40

41
Herrera: And they're welcome to fund it with local funds if it's a priority for the42

region.43
44

Love: Any other comments?45
46
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5.2 Presentation on the eSTIP1
2

Love: We move on to item 5.2, presentation on the eSTIP.3
4

ANDREW WRAY GAVE HIS PRESENTATION.5
6

Love: Next item, 6.1, Committee comments ...7
8

Bartholomew: I did have a question real quick.9
10

Love: Go ahead please.11
12

Bartholomew: I know when we submit our grants on the FTA side you're supposed to13
refer to where in the STIP the projects are, so for now until I find out what14
FTA wants I think I've got a solution for that, but as there are amendments15
done I noticed on each of the projects it shows when it's amended. So16
when a TIP is amended does that amend all the projects or are there17
going to be different amendment dates on different projects in there?18

19
Wray: That is actually a very good question because that could directly impact20

the solution that you have. I don't know. I will have to look into that. Just21
for everyone's information, Mr. Bartholomew has to cite the page, formally22
the page in the STIP to FTA for his project amendments. There is no23
longer going to be a physical copy of the STIP in existence anywhere and24
we are trying to work around that, and what we're doing, our suggestion is25
that he utilize the URL of the project page in the eSTIP, but that will26
change via amendment. We'll have to work on that.27

28
Bartholomew: Okay.29

30
Wray: We'll have to work on that.31

32
Bartholomew: There's also a spot in there to put when the STIP was last updated, yeah.33

You're supposed to put the date there so that was the basis of that34
question, is if one project is amended does that basically amend every35
project in there, so.36

37
Wray: It may be safest to update with the most recent concluded cycle of the38

STIP just in future as to when the update is, because I imagine, and Ms.39
Herrera can correct me, but I imagine the entire eSTIP is considered as40
being amended any time a change is adopted by the Transportation41
Commission. Is that the attitude going forward?42

43
Herrera: No, I don't think so. So the projects that are not changing shouldn't be44

amended. But I still see how it can be an issue if you're pointing to a45
specific URL. So I think Andrew and I can work with the nm.stip46
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coordinator to figure out a better process for you so that when FTA goes1
looking they're able to find something.2

3
Bartholomew: Thank you.4

5
Love: Any other comments or questions? Okay.6

7
6. COMMITTEE AND STAFF COMMENTS8

9
6.1 City of Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, Town of Mesilla, Las Cruces10

Public Schools, RoadRUNNER Transit, SCRTD Project Updates11
12

Love: We'll move on to item number 6.1, Committee comments. We'll start with13
the City of Las Cruces.14

15
Trevino: Similar to last month, Roadrunner Parkway, we opened up bids this past16

month and surprisingly they came out fairly low, below the engineer's17
estimate. Hopefully get those contracts executed and begin construction18
by hopefully April, March/April. Harrelson will be put out to bid, it is19
advertising. We do open up bids the 17th of February, I believe and South20
Telshor ADA improvements which is Co-Op money will be going out to bid21
in March 2018. So that about sums it up for me right now.22

23
Love: Dona Ana County.24

25
Duran: Soledad Canyon is moving along. It's at 85% complete, construction to26

begin September 2018. The Camino Real/Dona Ana School Road27
project, we did receive the right-of-way certification from DOT. We do28
have to update the utility cert. and get a new CTSC and after all that,29
construction will begin.30

31
Love: Town of Mesilla.32

33
Shannon: Town of Mesilla has nothing to report at the moment.34

35
Love: Las Cruces Public Schools.36

37
Gregory: So we still continue our coordination of our weekly/monthly walking38

events. We had a lot of themed walking events over December and we39
continue our education, our bike safety and pedestrian safety education at40
the elementary schools and have completed most of the schools and41
continue to do that. A lot of the coordination is working with some of the42
bike groups and walking groups at many of the elementary schools or43
middle schools that have been participating. Again, a lot of our walking44
events, we ended up getting a lot of other parties involved. We had45
Border Patrol, Texas Roadhouse, cheer squads, high school basketball46
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teams that came out and helped participate in our bigger events, and1
again one of our other big events was Southwest Disposal had donated 742
bikes and helmets to our students at Conlee right before the break. And3
then our other, that last month of December we had a little over 1,8004
walkers, 84 bikers, and 516 volunteer staff or parents kind of helping out.5
And that's fairly good for a cold, for this time of year. So it's working pretty6
good. And then we just keep continuing to try to participate in the BPAC7
and some of the other transportation committees with some of our8
champions and coordinators. We still reach out with flyers, bulletin9
boards, Facebook, Sun News to kind of do our outreach. And that's10
probably good enough.11

12
Love: RoadRUNNER Transit.13

14
Bartholomew: Not too much to update from last month. We're still continuing to work on15

implementing some route changes that we want to do in March. These16
route changes will be a permanent addition of an additional route. This is17
actually the first additional main City route that we've added probably in18
my tenure here at the City of Las Cruces. Also today we did just receive19
on our lot two brand-new heavy-duty buses. One of them is going to be a20
replacement bus for a 2000 bus that we're no longer using. The old bus21
doesn't work. And the other one we're going to make an expansion bus22
out of it for this new route. That's all I have.23

24
Love: Regional Transit District.25

26
Armijo: Good afternoon. A couple items, we're now coming on the 22nd of this27

month will be two-year anniversary since we rolled out services, so we're28
going to go out into the public, have a couple meetings before the end of29
the month and I'll have a deadline, or dates on that and send that out to30
folks. But give people an opportunity to evaluate, review the services that31
we have. The services have really grown quite a bit over the last year but32
I think one of the four routes, the Blue Route is pretty slow. So that one33
comes into Mesilla so we'll have to look at what alternatives we have if we34
decide to make changes there.35

In addition to that we would look at some additional services. We36
moved half of our operation out to Anthony and that's resulted in a real37
cost savings to us, especially on fuel. I think our fuel cost is down about38
15% not having to run all that deadhead miles. But with that we also39
added some trips so a lot of the cost savings was kind of eaten up from40
that, but we still have a positive in the reduction of fuel and labor costs for41
that. So as we look at that, we look at the future.42

The other aspect and probably the second thing that's most43
important I've been working on it for about a year, we're going to roll out44
sometime in probably the early spring, maybe six weeks from now our first45
Google Map. So we'll have an app and that's going to play really well.46
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We've had some interesting times. This is my third time I've done this and1
Google has become more bureaucratic than some government agencies, I2
can tell you that much. I've got two IT people working on this thing and3
the other IT person left. I think Google broke him. But I think the4
significance of that Google app is that it will show in our region where5
there's transportation. So our bus stops will come up onto the Google6
system throughout some of the areas coming in from Otero County, Dona7
Ana, and of course soon will be Sierra County as we begin to look at some8
services out there in the next few months. But most importantly we'll9
actually show our connectivity with the RoadRUNNER at the Move It10
Center at the Mesilla Valley Intermodal. It'll also show the connections to11
Sun Metro at El Paso's northeast and the west side, and I think as we12
grow that system I hope to work with some of our companions over in El13
Paso County Transit and Sunland Park, because we do a lot of transfers14
and connections with them as well. So I think that's part of the mission15
statement of the organization. Our board just had a kind of a mini-retreat,16
workshop, and that's one of the things we're changing is the actual17
mission statement. So we'll be rolling that out. I encourage you to go to18
our website scrtd.org and catch up. I'm still doing a lot of tinkering with19
that. So that's the end of my report.20

21
6.2 NMDOT Projects Update22

23
Love: DOT project updates.24

25
Herrera: Thank you Mr. Chair. Just real quick, we only have one project going on26

actively in construction right now, and it's Spitz/Solano and Three27
Crosses. We are on schedule, finishing up just a little bit of utility work28
and then they'll put in the final pavement. We're still looking at end of April29
if not sooner to have that project complete. So I know that we're all30
eagerly awaiting that date.31

Upcoming we have Valley Drive. It's in the award process right32
now. We should be looking at having construction start probably later this33
spring, early summer, so after Spitz/Solano/Three Crosses is done then34
we'll be working on Valley.35

Simultaneously we are in design for the University/I-25 interchange36
project. We're at about 60% right now and we're looking to let that project37
in October of this year.38

So we'll have two major projects ongoing within City limits sort of at39
the same time, so look forward to that. And that's all I have.40

41
6.3 MPO Staff Projects Update42

43
Love: MPO staff updates.44

45
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Wray: Thank you Mr. Chair. MPO staff wishes to invite everyone to attend the1
Active Transportation Plan open meeting that is scheduled for this coming2
Saturday, February 3rd. It's going to be from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at3
the Bank of the West lobby there in Downtown. It's an open meeting so4
anyone and everyone is invited to attend and staff wishes for as many of5
you to attend as desire to be there. I do not believe staff has any other6
updates.7

8
7. PUBLIC COMMENT9

10
Love: Move on to next item. Any public comment? Seeing none.11

12
8. ADJOURNMENT (4:35 PM)13

14
Love: We'll move to adjournment. Looking for a motion.15

16
Herrera: So moved.17

18
Bartholomew: Second.19

20
Love: All in favor?21

22
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.23

24
Love: We are adjourned.25

26
27
28
29

______________________________________30
Chairperson31
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DISCUSSION FORM FOR THE MEETING OF April 5, 2018

AGENDA ITEM:
5.1 Public Participation Plan Update Presentation

DISCUSSION:
Federal laws outlined in 23 U.S.C. 450.306.a.1-8 require MPOs to conduct a planning process that
considers transportation projects and strategies. In order to accomplish this planning process the
Mesilla Valley MPO has developed and adopted a Public Participation Plan (PPP) in accordance with
federal law outlined in 23 U.S.C. 450.316.a.1.i-x.

The Public Participation Plan is the MPO guide for public involvement processes which contains the
goals for public involvement and specific involvement procedures. The goals of the PPP are:

• Maintain a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive (3-C) planning process;

• Pursue access to transportation options for all residents;

• Consider a broad range of options to address transportation challenges;

• Ensure a transparent, interactive, bottom-up transportation planning process;

• Provide a high level of education on transportation related subjects;

• Encourage residents and a variety of stakeholders to contribute ideas and comments at every
stage of the process; and

• Engage traditionally underserved populations, including low income and minority households
and persons with disabilities.

The current version of the PPP was adopted by the Policy Committee on September 11, 2013. It is
required the PPP be updated before the commencement of each Metropolitan Transportation Plan
update process.
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Introduction 
The Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) is a transportation 

planning organization whose primary role is 

to involve the public in the planning process. 

Public involvement is not a discrete incident, 

but a continual focus of the MPO’s entire 

work program. In order to maintain a 

proactive presence in the community, and be 

a resource for the public and other entities, 

the MPO strives to be both an educational 

organization and a quality resource center. 

This Public Participation Plan is intended to 

provide a guide for public participation 

activities to be conducted by the Mesilla 

Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

The Public Participation Plan contains the 

goals of the MPO for public participation, as 

well as specific processes and tools to 

encourage and facilitate public and 

stakeholder participation. 

Background 
The Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) is the agency 

responsible for transportation planning within 

Las Cruces, Mesilla, and central Doña Ana 

County. Federal regulations require the 

designation of an MPO to carry out a 

coordinated, continuing, and comprehensive 

transportation planning process for urbanized 

areas with a population of more than 50,000. 

The Mesilla Valley MPO has been in 

existence since 1982, and it operates under 

the guidance of a Policy Committee. The 

Policy Committee is comprised of elected 

officials from the City of Las Cruces, Town of 

Mesilla, Doña Ana County, and the district 

engineer from the New Mexico Department 

of Transportation (NMDOT) who make 

decisions to plan for the future transportation 

needs of the region. 

Public Participation 

Requirements 
Federal Transportation Regulations 
Federal laws outlined in 23 U.S.C. 

450.306.a.1-8 require MPOs to conduct a 

planning process that considers 

transportation projects and strategies that will 

do the following: 

 Support the economic vitality of the 

metropolitan area, especially by enabling 

global competitiveness, productivity, and 

efficiency; 

 Increase the safety and security of the 

transportation system for motorized and 

non-motorized users; 

 Increase the accessibility and mobility 

options available to people and freight; 

 Protect and enhance the environment, 

promote energy conservation, and 

improve quality of life; 

 Enhance the integration and connectivity 

of the transportation system, across and 

between modes, for people and freight; 

 Promote efficient system management 

and operation; and 

 Emphasize the preservation of the existing 

transportation system. 

In order to accomplish this planning process 

the MPO has developed this Public 

Participation Plan in accordance with federal 

laws outlined in 23 U.S.C. 450.316.a.1.i – x. 

Federal Transit Regulations 
The public participation procedures outlined 

in this Plan also serve as the public 

participation process required for the 

development of transit projects as per 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Circular 

9030. The MPO will implement the following 

strategies to reduce participation barriers for 

persons with Limited English Proficiency 

(LEP): 

 The MPO will actively engage and provide 
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accommodations for LEP populations in 

the short term by providing interpretative 

services, utilizing visual techniques, 

handing out language cards, exploring 

appropriate locations for distribution of 

materials on MPO meetings and 

processes, using word of mouth, and 

training staff members to look for clues 

that members of the public cannot read 

English. 

 The MPO will work with the City of Las 

Cruces, as the MPO’s Administrative 

Agent, to develop a formal LEP policy. 

The policy should include an analysis of 

the number or proportion of persons with 

LEP in the jurisdictions, the specific 

language needs of those individuals, and 

the potential frequency of contact with 

persons with LEP. 

 Lastly, the MPO will assess the resources 

available and costs associated with 

providing different language service 

options. 

Title VI and Environmental Justice 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states 

that no person is excluded from participation 

in, denied the benefit of, or subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity 

receiving federal financial assistance on the 

basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, 

disability, or religion.  This prohibition against 

discrimination is in effect whether the effect 

is intentional or unintentional.  Following this, 

in February 1994, Executive Order 12898 

was signed requiring federal agencies to 

establish internal policies to ensure 

compliance in all agency activities, including 

public involvement.  

The Mesilla Valley MPO will strive to address 

environmental justice issues at all stages of 

the planning process. The MPO will 

implement the following strategies to reduce 

participation barriers for low income and 

minority populations and improve access to 

services for persons with disabilities: 

 When possible, public meetings will be 

held in locations that are convenient to low 

and moderate income neighborhoods and 

are accessible to disabled populations and 

public transit users. Such locations include 

community centers, senior centers and 

schools. Holding meetings in familiar and 

accessible neighborhood locations may be 

more culturally sensitive and help 

residents feel more comfortable about the 

public participation process. 

 The Mesilla Valley MPO will strive to 

provide a predictable planning process 

that is understandable and known in 

advance in order to make the planning 

process coherent and comprehensive. 

 All MPO work products and documents will 

be available in alternative formats, 

including Braille, large type and languages 

other than English. The following 

statement will be included in all MPO 

documents: 

The Mesilla Valley MPO does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, 

religion, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, color, ancestry, 

serious medical condition, national 

origin, age, or disability in the 

provision of services. The Mesilla 

Valley MPO will make reasonable 

accommodation for a qualified 

individual with a disability who wishes 

to attend this public meeting. Please 

notify the Mesilla Valley MPO at least 

48 hours before the meeting by calling 

528-3222 (Voice) or 528-3157 (TTY). 

This document can be made available 

in alternative formats by calling the 

same numbers listed above. Este 

documento está disponible en español 

llamando al teléfono del Departmento 

de Desarrollo de la Comunidad: 528-

3222 (Voz) o 528-3157 (TTY). 
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 The location of low income and minority 

populations will be identified and mapped 

as a tool for gauging the impact of 

proposed transportation projects on these 

areas. This map will be updated every five 

years. See Appendix B. 

 Agencies and organizations that represent 

low income and minority populations will 

be identified and included in MPO 

mailings. 

The MPO will provide a complaints process 

to deal with any issues regarding Title VI 

compliance.  See Appendix D. 

State Open Meetings Act 
In order to ensure adequate public notice 

and provision of timely information, all 

meetings of the Mesilla Valley Metropolitan 

Planning Organization Policy Committee and 

its advisory committees are subject to the 

provisions of the New Mexico Open Meetings 

Act, as amended. Policy Committee meeting 

notices are published in the Las Cruces Sun 

News 10 days prior to the meeting date. 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Advisory 

Committee (BPAC) meeting notices are 

posted at least three business days prior to 

the meeting date. All meeting notices are 

posted at Las Cruces City Hall, Doña Ana 

County Government Complex, Branigan 

Library, the Mesilla Town Hall, and the MPO 

website. Upon request, all notices will be 

available in Spanish and alternative formats. 

State Inspection of Public Records 
All Mesilla Valley MPO work products are 

available for public inspection. Because the 

City of Las Cruces is the fiscal and 

administrative agent for the Mesilla Valley 

MPO, inspection of MPO documents follows 

the City of Las Cruces Inspection of Public 

Records, Ordinance 2265. A copy of this 

ordinance is available upon request. 

Proposed documents and proposed 

document amendments will also be available 

for review, free of charge, at the following 

locations: 

 MPO Office, Las Cruces City Hall, 700 N. 

Main Street 

 Reference Desk, Branigan Library, 200 

East Picacho Avenue 

 NMDOT District One Las Cruces Project 

Office, 750 North Solano Drive 

 Town of Mesilla Town Hall, 2231 Avenida 

de Mesilla 

 Community Development Department, 

Doña Ana County Government Complex, 

845 North Motel Boulevard 

 Mesilla Valley MPO website: 

http://mvmpo.las-cruces.org 

All documents, in whole or part, will be 

available upon request in Spanish and in 

alternative formats. 

MPO Work Products 
According to the federal transportation 

regulations, the Mesilla Valley MPO is 

required to create and maintain the following 

transportation planning documents: 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

(23 U.S.C. 450.322); 

 Transportation Improvement Program 

(23 U.S.C. 450.324); 

 Unified Planning Work Program 

(23 U.S.C. 450.308); and 

 Public Participation Plan 

(23 U.S.C. 450.316); and 

 Annual List of Obligated Projects 

(23 U.S.C. 450.332). 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

(MTP) 
The Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

contains both long-range and short-range 

strategies/actions that guide multi-modal 

transportation planning, construction, and 

maintenance of an integrated transportation 

network for the Las Cruces Urbanized Area. 
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The MTP is developed through a shared 

vision for the region involving extensive 

interaction with and education of the public, 

stakeholders, and the MPO Committees. The 

Plan covers no less than a 20-year planning 

horizon. The Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan is updated every five years. 

Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP) 
The Transportation Improvement Program is 

a six-year, financially constrained list of 

transportation projects within the MPO area, 

including regionally significant projects and 

all transit projects funded by FTA. The TIP is 

developed in cooperation with residents, 

local governments, and the New Mexico 

Department of Transportation (NMDOT) and 

in compliance with the adopted Long Range 

Transportation Plan. The Transportation 

Improvement Program is completely updated 

bi-annually.  

Unified Planning Work Program 

(UPWP) 
The purpose of the Unified Planning Work 

Program is to outline intermodal 

transportation planning activities to be 

conducted within the Mesilla Valley MPO 

Planning Area within a financially constrained 

budget. The UPWP contains MPO work 

projects, budgets, and staff assignments for 

the upcoming fiscal year. The UPWP must 

comply with the adopted Long Range 

Transportation Plan. The Unified Planning 

Work Program is updated bi-annually. 

Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
The Public Participation Plan is intended to 

provide a guide for public involvement 

processes to be conducted by the Mesilla 

Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO). The Public Participation Plan 

contains the goals of the MPO for public 

involvement, as well as specific public 

involvement procedures for various MPO 

activities. The Public Participation Plan will 

be updated every five years. 

Annual Listing of Obligated Projects 
In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual 

basis, no later than 90 calendar days 

following the end of the program year, the 

State, public transportation operator(s), and 

the MPO shall cooperatively develop a listing 

of projects for which funds under 23 U.S.C. 

or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were obligated in 

the preceding program year. 

Mesilla Valley MPO staff shall make this list 

available to the public. 

Area and Corridor Plans 
Area and corridor plans are undertaken in 

areas that are in need of intensive study to 

determine potential transportation needs. 

These plans can be initiated if a member 

jurisdiction identifies a transportation issue 

not previously discussed in the LRTP or 

when a proposed TIP project is not in 

compliance with the LRTP. These are 

conducted on an “as-needed” basis. 

Public Participation Process 
Goals 
The goals of the Public Participation Process 

are as follows: 

 Maintain a continuing, cooperative, 

comprehensive (3-C) planning process; 

 Pursue access to transportation options 

for all residents; 

 Consider a broad range of options to 

address transportation challenges; 

 Ensure a transparent, interactive, bottom-

up transportation planning process; 

 Provide a high level of education on 

transportation related subjects; 

 Encourage residents and a variety of 

stakeholders to contribute ideas and 

comments at every stage of the process; 

and 
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 Engage traditionally underserved 

populations, including low income and 

minority households and persons with 

disabilities. 

Four-Step Process 
In order to achieve these goals the MPO has 

developed a four-step public participation 

process: 

 Identify Needs and Challenges; 

 Generate Options; 

 Evaluate and Prioritize Options; and 

 Develop an Implementation Strategy. 

Identify Needs and Challenges 

Identify Needs and Challenges means taking 

a comprehensive look at the regional 

transportation system or a potential 

transportation project. In this era of rising gas 

prices, identifying public concerns about 

transportation is particularly important. In 

order to conduct a comprehensive 

identification of transportation needs and 

challenges, the MPO must solicit information 

from the public, stakeholders, and MPO 

committees. This effort requires listening to 

comments and integrating suggestions made 

concerning the regional transportation 

network.  

The public participation tools listed in 

this plan will be used to collect the 

public’s comments about their daily 

transportation experiences, the 

regional transportation system as a 

whole, their suggestions for potential 

projects, and their vision for the 

future. 

In addition to the general public, the MPO 

staff will also solicit the concerns of a broad 

range of stakeholders such as local 

jurisdictions, transportation providers, and 

Four-Step Participation Process

Generate

Options

Develop 

Implementation 

Strategies

Continuous Public, Stakeholder, and Committee 

Involvement & Feedback

Identify 

Needs 

and 

Challenges 

Evaluate and

Prioritize

Options

Regulations

and

Goals

Existing 

Transportation 

Options and 

Conditions

List proposals 

and their 

potential 

benefits and 

drawbacks

Rank proposals and 

ensure they resolve 

identified transportation 

challenges

Final Report or 

Work Product

Includes process 

summary, timeline, 

funding, and 

responsible parties

Listen to 

public and 

stakeholder 

comments



Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization Public Participation Plan 09-11-13 
 

 

land use agencies. Listening to stakeholders 

means gathering information about the 

services they provide and the impacts that 

the transportation system or potential 

projects will have on their services. MPO 

staff then discusses with its committees the 

information gathered from the public and 

stakeholders. 

MPO staff is responsible for planning a 

transportation network that safely and 

efficiently moves people and goods 

throughout the region. Therefore, at this 

stage in the process, the MPO staff is also 

responsible for gathering information on 

current, relevant transportation conditions, 

such as crash data, traffic volumes, access 

management, adjacent land uses, and 

topography. For example, crash data may be 

gathered for a later analysis of safety 

conditions, and land use data may be used 

to determine impacts on the transportation 

system. Other considerations that will be 

discussed are the potential impacts to places 

deemed historically, environmentally or 

culturally important. 

Generate Options 

Generate Options means generating a list of 

proposed options based on input from the 

public, stakeholders, and MPO staff and 

merging them with best practices from 

transportation professionals. This process 

may be accomplished by using neighborhood 

or community audits, design tables, and 

other focus groups. Also evaluated in this 

step are the data gathered on current 

transportation conditions and existing 

transportation options, such as transit routes 

and bicycle lanes. This step of the process 

provides a balanced approach to updating 

MPO work products or evaluating potential 

projects. 

The data gathered, along with the comments 

expressed by the public and stakeholders, 

will be analyzed for potential benefits and 

drawbacks. Monetary costs and technical 

feasibility of a project may also be 

considered in this step. Some of the tools 

that the MPO uses to analyze data are travel 

demand modeling, spatial geographic 

analyses, and other visualization techniques. 

Then, MPO staff will discuss the data and 

proposed approaches with its committees to 

solicit further feedback. MPO staff will also 

continue to receive written comments from 

the public and stakeholders. 

Evaluate and Prioritize Options 

Evaluate and Prioritize Options means 

asking the question “Does a proposed 

approach help resolve the identified 

transportation concerns?” Specifically, the 

MPO will assess each proposal based on 

estimated costs, potential benefits and 

drawbacks, and technical feasibility. Potential 

benefits and drawbacks are based upon 

transportation principles and the participation 

received from the public and stakeholders. 

For example, a benefit of a proposed update 

may be community or neighborhood support, 

but a drawback may be that the approach 

does not improve the regional transportation 

system. 

Next, the public may be asked to weigh their 

preferred options through techniques such as 

option or project ranking. In order for the 

public to effectively rank options, the MPO 

must clearly explain the processes used 

during the first two steps and define the 

regional significance of any proposed 

approach. 

Therefore, a detailed matrix of the estimated 

costs, potential benefits and drawbacks, and 

technical feasibility of each proposal will be 

made available, as needed, in order to 

facilitate the ranking process. The MPO staff 

will also summarize the input from the public, 

stakeholders, and committees. To the extent 

possible, the MPO will also use visual 

techniques to explain completed analyses. 
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Develop Implementation Strategies 

Develop Implementation Strategies means 

creating a report or work product that 

provides information on how to implement 

proposals. This written document will contain 

a summary of the entire four-step process, 

including written comments from the public 

and stakeholders, and will provide 

recommendations on an implementation 

strategy. 

The implementation strategy may include 

determining: 

 Whether an approach is a short term or 

long term project; 

 The entity or entities responsible for 

implementation; 

 Available funding; and 

 Any other recommendations, such as 

design techniques or further analyses. 

The draft of proposed implementation 

strategies will be discussed with MPO 

committees and presented to the public and 

stakeholders for their final feedback. Final 

action on proposed options or plan updates 

is reserved for the MPO Policy Committee. 

Public Participation Tools 
Introduction 
In order to maintain a proactive presence in 

the community, and an early and continuous 

public involvement process, the MPO strives 

to be both an educational organization and a 

quality resource center. To accomplish this 

goal, the MPO uses a toolbox of involvement 

techniques in their public participation 

processes. See Appendix A for the complete 

Public Participation Matrix. 

Participation Meetings 
MPO staff continually works on adjusting and 

improving the format of public meetings to 

encourage participation from all people in 

attendance. Interactive meetings are held 

early in the transportation planning process. 

This interaction is important so that the public 

is involved prior to any decisions being 

made. Below is listed the types of meetings 

that MPO Staff uses in different stages or 

settings of the Public Participation Process. 

MPO Committee Meeting 

The MPO has regular meetings of their 

Technical Advisory Committee, Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and Policy 

Committee. The advisory committees provide 

input to the Policy Committee on planning 

and engineering issues that affect the 

transportation decision-making process. All 

MPO committee meetings are open to the 

public. Residents and stakeholders are 

encouraged to attend the meetings and 

discuss the transportation challenges that 

they face. The meeting schedule, agendas 

and full packets for each committee meeting 

will be posted on the Mesilla Valley MPO 

website. Agendas are also distributed 

through the MPO Master Mailing List. 

Traditional Public Participation Meeting 

Traditional Public Participation Meetings are 

appropriate when MPO staff is asked to 

provide information on a specific topic, 

conduct an educational seminar, or present 

final results of a plan update or corridor 

study. These meetings provide an 

opportunity for question-and-answer 

sessions with the public, but are less 

interactive than charette-style meetings. 

Charette-Style Meeting 

Charette-Style public meetings engage the 

public in an interactive brainstorming process 

to develop ideas to address transportation 

needs and challenges. This process ensures 

that dynamic dialogue throughout the 

process is an integral part of assessing 

proposals and plans. Ideas that come out of 

this visioning process can be further 

analyzed for technically feasibility and for 

incorporation into a potential range of final 

solutions. Much of the four-step process 
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outlined in this public participation plan is 

derived from the successes of conducting 

Charette-Style meetings. 

Open House Meeting 

Open houses are an informal type of public 

meeting that take transportation issues to the 

public rather than asking the public to come 

to us. This process is often less intimidating 

than a traditional participation meeting. An 

Open House meeting is generally set up at a 

familiar site in the community where people 

already congregate, for example, at the 

Farmer’s Market, the local mall, or a 

University campus. 

Sometimes traditional or even Charette-Style 

public meetings do not work well because 

people have busy schedules and may not 

have the time or the availability to attend 

these meetings. The Open House forum 

offers the public more opportunities to learn 

about transportation issues by providing 

meetings at several different locations and 

during different times of the day allowing 

flexibility and sensitivity to culturally 

appropriate methods. The MPO may set up a 

booth with brochures, maps, and other 

materials, and will provide opportunities for 

public comments. 

Stakeholder Consultation 

The MPO does not stand alone in regional 

transportation issues. The MPO coordinates 

and consults with local, regional, and 

national agencies, such as the MPO area 

jurisdictions, El Paso MPO, South Central 

Council of Governments, New Mexico 

Department of Transportation, the South 

Central Regional Transit District, the Viva 

Dona Ana Consortium, and land 

management agencies. For example, the 

MPO integrates data from the Census 

Bureau and land use agencies, such as the 

Bureau of Land Management, into their 

planning process. Through this coordination 

the MPO is able to present a comprehensive 

picture of the transportation system to the 

public. 

Involvement Techniques 
MPO staff continually utilizes the following 

involvement techniques to solicit public 

participation and ideas, as well as educate 

the public, stakeholders, and the MPO 

Committees. New techniques may be 

introduced and tested prior to inclusion in this 

document. 

Brainstorming and Visioning 

Brainstorming is a cooperative, open process 

geared toward sharing ideas, proposing 

alternatives, and building consensus. 

Visioning is also a cooperative group effort 

through which participants create a set of 

principles that lead to shared goals and 

strategies. Both can be used to build a 

shared vision, collect ideas, and provide 

direction on a comprehensive strategy for 

implementation. A visioning exercise may 

include participants using index cards to 

write down concepts that they think are most 

important to their community and sharing 

these concepts (if they so choose) with the 

group. The index card can then be used to 

inform the current planning process. 

Visualization 

Visualization techniques, such as maps, flow 

charts, traffic simulations, travel demand 

modeling, and video are used to help explain 

technical terms and transportation planning 

concepts to the public and stakeholders. 

Visualization techniques are applied 

throughout MPO documents and the MPO 

website. For example, the MPO’s traffic 

count program is available in map form, 

Geographic Information System (GIS) files, 

and on the MPO website. Also, the MPO is 

using video to provide a visual of 

transportation challenges during drop-off and 

pick-up times at schools. 
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Neighborhood and Community Audits 

Neighborhood and Community Audits are 

used to educate the community and 

encourage them to get involved with issues 

that are close to home, yet affect the regional 

transportation system. Sometimes 

transportation concerns are more easily 

resolved through first hand experience. An 

audit can provide a constructive forum for 

gathering information and encouraging public 

involvement. For example, Safe Routes to 

School is an emerging issue for 

neighborhoods. Improving conditions for 

children on their routes to and from school 

may best be understood and observed 

through a walk along these routes. 

Neighborhood and Community Audits are 

generally done in the field, but can be 

conducted using aerial maps as well. If a 

walking audit is not a possibility, then audit 

participants may draw on large maps to 

inventory valuable aspects of the 

transportation system and identify 

transportation challenges and potential 

solutions. 

Public Events 

Participating in Public Events accomplishes 

the tasks of educating the public, and finding 

multiple ways to encourage their 

participation. Sometimes the public may not 

have time to attend public meetings, but has 

already made an event a part of their 

schedule. 

Focus Groups 

Focus Groups are generally used to explore 

a specific aspect of a project or 

transportation challenge in a more in depth 

manner. Individuals who are knowledgeable 

about or have an interest in a transportation 

related topic may be invited to participate in a 

Focus Group. 

Comment Forms 

Comment forms are open-ended requests for 

feedback on transportation related topics. 

Comment forms are available on the MPO 

website, at public meetings, or at MPO 

offices. Feedback from comment forms will 

be included in documents as either a 

verbatim appendix or a summary. 

Surveys 

Surveys are direct requests for feedback on 

specific transportation issues. In some 

cases, quantified results will be used to guide 

transportation decision making and help 

formulate overall goals for the transportation 

system. 

Education and Resource Center 

MPO Staff Availability 

MPO staff is available during business hours 

to discuss the MPO transportation planning 

process or other transportation-related 

matters with residents and other interested 

parties. By prior arrangement, MPO staff is 

available to meet with stakeholders and other 

organizations during and after normal 

business hours. 

Orientation Workshops and Materials 

The MPO must educate our committee 

members and the general public on the 

basics of what the MPO does and why. In 

order to achieve this goal, the MPO provides 

both workshops that can be set up on an as 

needed basis and written materials that 

summarize the MPO’s goals, regulations, 

and processes. The MPO is working on a 

presentation and handbook titled “MPO 101” 

to distribute to all Committee members and 

anyone else who is interested. 

Master Mailing List (MML) 

The Mesilla Valley MPO maintains a Master 

Mailing List which includes neighborhood 

associations, community groups, business 

and professional groups, environmental 

groups, special interest groups, elected and 

appointed officials, affected agencies, and 

interested residents. This list will be used to: 
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 Coordinate regional planning efforts; 

 Distribute TIP Call for Projects letter 

 Provide MPO documents for review; 

 Notify interested parties of upcoming 

meetings and other MPO activities; 

 Communicate with members of the public, 

private entities, and governmental 

agencies; and 

 Invite interested parties to comment on 

transportation planning issues. 

The MML will be customized so only items of 

particular interest will be mailed to list 

recipients. The MML is continuously updated. 

Library 

MPO staff maintains a library of documents 

that are available for review during normal 

business hours. The MPO library contains 

past and current transportation planning 

studies and materials, paper and digital 

versions of maps, MPO plans, and study 

area reports. Copies of library materials are 

available at reproduction and postage costs. 

Website 

The Mesilla Valley MPO maintains an 

internet website to provide the most current 

information available including committee 

meeting agendas and packets, work 

products, current projects, staff contact 

information, and links to other transportation 

sites. The MPO also utilizes the website for 

public outreach and education through 

regular updates and notifications. Public 

comments are encouraged and welcomed 

through the feedback page that allows 

anyone to submit comments regarding 

transportation planning issues at any time. 

The MPO will improve public participation 

through the MPO website by conducting 

surveys on specific issues. 

E-Newsletter – Intersections 

The Mesilla Valley MPO will produce a 

monthly e-newsletter that will contain staff 

contact information, upcoming meeting 

schedules and agendas, results of technical 

activities, information on policy issues, 

current project status reports, and links to 

other relevant transportation-related sites. 

The MPO will also solicit from the public, 

stakeholders and committees, topics that 

they would like to learn more about. The e-

newsletter will be distributed via email to all 

parties on the Master Mailing List that have 

indicated an interest in receiving the e-

newsletter. It will also be available as a 

printed handout upon request. For interested 

parties that do not have internet they may 

request that a copy be mailed to them or use 

a computer at the MPO office. 

MPO Logo 

A logo representing the Mesilla Valley MPO 

is used to identify all products and 

publications of the MPO. This logo helps the 

public become familiar with the different 

activities of the MPO by providing a means of 

recognizing MPO products. 

Media Advertising 

The Mesilla Valley MPO will work with the 

local media to inform the public of significant 

transportation activities and issues. Public 

participation meeting advertisements will be 

published in either the Las Cruces Sun News 

or the Las Cruces Bulletin, or both, in order 

to inform the largest number of residents 

possible and solicit their participation. MPO 

staff will also attempt to have MPO meetings 

appear on the community calendar. As 

appropriate, the MPO will send legal notices 

and/or press releases, conduct interviews, 

and submit articles to the local news media. 

Radio public service announcements will be 

used as appropriate. The MPO will work with 

the Las Cruces Bulletin to include a list of 

Committee meeting schedules. 

Marketing Materials 

Marketing materials may include brochures 

or flyers. Marketing materials may be 
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provided for education or for advertising 

events that are applicable to transportation 

issues. For example, the MPO has produced 

a Bicycling Suitability Map that contains 

information on suitable bicycling routes, rules 

of the road, and other ways to promote safe 

bicycle riding in the MPO area. 

Social Media 

Mesilla Valley MPO staff shall investigate 

various types of social media for the purpose 

of disseminating relevant information and 

performing social outreach. 

Evaluation of the Public 

Participation Process 

The Public Participation Plan will be 

reviewed for effectiveness every five years 

when the Public Participation Plan as a 

whole is reviewed and updated. 

Consideration of effectiveness may be made 

on the following factors: 

 Level of public participation 

 Level of event attendance 

 Use of website 

 Public reaction to MPO efforts and 

activities 

As a result of this evaluation the Public 

Participation Plan may be periodically 

modified as deemed necessary. 
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APPENDIX B 
 
 

Map of Low Moderate Income Areas 
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APPENDIX C 
 
 

General Time Line for MPO TIP 
and STIP Development and Amendments 
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Title VI Compliance 
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Mesilla Valley MPO Title VI 

Compliance 

Introduction 

As a recipient of federal assistance, under 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the 

Mesilla Valley MPO must ensure that no 

person shall, on the grounds of race, religion, 

color, national origin, sex, age, or disability 

be excluded from participation in, be denied 

the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to 

discrimination under agency programs or 

activities.  All programs funded in whole or in 

part from federal financial assistance are 

subject to Title VI requirements.  The Civil 

Rights Restoration Act of 1987 extended this 

to all programs within an agency that 

receives federal assistance regardless of the 

funding source for individual programs. 

This policy is intended to establish a 

procedure under which complaints alleging 

discrimination in the Mesilla Valley MPO’s 

provision of services or activities can be 

made by persons who are not employees of 

the Mesilla Valley MPO. Any person who 

believes the Mesilla Valley MPO, or any 

entity who receives federal financial 

assistance from or through the Mesilla Valley 

MPO (i.e. sub-recipients, sub-contractors, or 

sub-grantees), has subjected them or any 

specific class of individuals to unlawful 

discrimination may file a complaint of 

discrimination.  The Mesilla Valley MPO will 

follow timelines set forth by the New Mexico 

Department of Transportation, the Federal 

Highway Administration, Federal Transit 

Administration, and the Department of 

Justice for processing Title VI discrimination 

complaints. 

When to File 

A complaint of discrimination must be filed 

within 180 calendar days of the alleged act of 

discrimination, or discovery thereof; or where 

there has been a continuing course of  

conduct, the date on which that conduct was 

discontinued. Filing means a written 

complaint must be postmarked before the 

expiration of the 180-day period. The filing 

date is the day you complete, sign, and mail 

the complaint form. The complaint form and 

consent/release form must be dated and 

signed for acceptance. Complaints received 

more than 180 days after the alleged 

discrimination will not be processed and will 

be returned with a letter explaining why the 

complaint could not be processed and 

alternative agencies to which a report may 

be made.  

Where to File 

In order to be processed, signed original 

complaint forms must be mailed to: 

Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning 

Organization 

Tom Murphy, MPO Officer 

P.O. Box 20000 

Las Cruces, NM 88004 

Upon request, reasonable accommodations 

will be made for persons who are unable to 

complete the complaint form due to disability 

or limited-English proficiency.  A complaint 

may also be filed by a representative on 

behalf of a complainant. If complainant has 

no means of obtaining a complaint form, a 

complaint form will be mailed to them. 

Persons who are not satisfied with the 

findings of the Mesilla Valley MPO may seek 

remedy from other applicable state or federal 

agencies. 

Required Elements of a Complaint 

In order to be processed, a complaint must 

be in writing and contain the following 

information: 

 Name, address, and phone number of 

complainant 



Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization Public Participation Plan 09-11-13 
 

 

 Name(s), address(es), and organization 

of person(s) who allegedly discriminated 

 Date of alleged discriminatory act(s) 

 Basis of complaint 

 A signed statement of complaint 

 A signed consent release form 

Complaint Process Overview 

 When a complaint is received by Mesilla 

Valley MPO, the form will be checked for 

completeness and then if complete be 

logged into a database. 

 The Mesilla Valley MPO Officer will 

complete an initial review of the complaint 

to determine if the complaint meets basic 

criteria. 

 Criteria required for a complete complaint: 

 Basis of alleged discrimination (race, 

religion, color, national origin, sex, age, 

or disability) 

 Determination that the complaint was 

filed within the 180 day time period 

 Determination that the Mesilla Valley 

MPO is the appropriate contact for filing 

the complaint 

3. Within 10 working days of the receipt of 

the complaint, the Mesilla Valley MPO will 

send notice to the complainant confirming 

receipt of the complaint; if needed notice 

will be sent requesting additional 

information, notify complainant that the 

activity was not related to MVMPO 

programs or activities, or does not meet 

the appropriate deadline. Also, if the 

Mesilla Valley MPO is directly named in 

the complaint, notice will be sent within 

10 working days to the New Mexico 

Department of Transportation for 

investigation. 

4. Investigation of complaint: the MPO 

Officer will confer with the City of Las  

Cruces Community Development Director 

and New Mexico Department of 

Transportation to determine the most 

appropriate fact finding process to ensure 

that all available information is collected 

in an effort to reach the most informed 

conclusion and resolution of the 

complaint. The type of investigation 

techniques used may vary depending on 

the nature and circumstances of the 

alleged discrimination. An investigation 

may include but is not limited to: 

 Internal meetings of Mesilla Valley MPO 

staff and legal council 

 Consultation with state and federal 

agencies 

 Interviews of complainant(s) 

 Review of documentation (i.e. planning, 

public involvement, and technical 

program activities) 

 Interviews and review of documentation 

with other agencies involved 

 Review of technical analysis method (if 

applicable) 

 Review of demographic data 

5. Determination of investigation: an 

investigation must be completed within 60 

days of receiving the complete complaint, 

unless facts and circumstances warrant 

otherwise. The determination will be 

made based on the information obtained. 

6. Notification of determination: within 10 

working days of the completion of the 

investigation, the complainant must be 

notified in writing by the Mesilla Valley 

MPO Officer of the final decision. The 

notification will advise complainant of his/

her appeal rights with state and federal 

agencies if he/she is dissatisfied with the 

final decision.  The letter and a report of 

the findings will be submitted to the New 

Mexico Department of Transportation. 
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINT FORM 

 

The Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (MVMPO) serves as the federally 

designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Las Cruces Urbanized Area.  As a 

recipient of federal financial assistance and under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 

related statues, the MVMPO will ensure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, religion, color, 

national origin, sex, age, or disability be excluded from participation in agency programs or 

activities.  These prohibitions extend from participation in, being denied the benefits of, or otherwise 

being subjected to discrimination under any agency programs or activities.  These prohibitions 

extend from the MVMPO, as a direct recipient of federal financial assistance, to its sub-recipients 

(e.g. contractors, consultants, local governments, colleges, universities, etc.)  All programs funded in 

whole or in part from federal financial assistance are subject to Title VI requirements. 

 

MVMPO is required to implement measures to ensure that persons with limited-English proficiency 

or disability have meaningful access to the services, benefits, and information of all its programs and 

activities under Executive Order 13166.  Upon request, assistance will be provided if you are 

limited-English proficient or disabled.  Complaints may be filed using an alternative format if you 

are unable to complete the written form. 

 

The filing date is the day you complete, sign, and mail this complaint form.  Your complaint must be 

filed no later than 180 calendar days from the most recent date of the alleged act of discrimination.  

The complaint form and consent/release form must be dated and signed for acceptance.  You have 

30 calendar days to respond to any written request for information.  Failure to do so will result in the 

closure of complaint. 

 

Submit the forms by mail to: 

Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization 

C/O Tom Murphy, MPO Officer 

P.O. 20000  

Las Cruces, NM 88004 

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please call (575) 528-3043 or e-mail 

mpo@las-cruces.org.  

 

Please review the information on this page carefully before filling out the complaint form. 

  

http://mvmpo.las-cruces.org/
mailto:mpo@las-cruces.org
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINT FORM 

 

Please review the information on the cover page carefully before you begin. 

               

 

               

First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name 

 

               

Street Address 

 

               

City 

 

               

State       Zip Code 

 

               

Telephone Number      Email Address      

Who do you believe discriminated against you? 

 

               

First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name, Position in Organization 

 

               

Name of Business/Organization 

 

               

Street Address 

 

               

City        

 

               

State       Zip Code      

http://mvmpo.las-cruces.org/
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When did the alleged act(s) of discrimination occur? Please all dates in mm/dd/yyyy format. 

 

               

Date(s) 

Is the alleged discrimination on-going?  ⁪ Yes (Sí) ⁪ No       

Where did the alleged act(s) of discrimination occur? (Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

 

               

Name of Location             

Indicate the basis of your grievance of discrimination. 

⁪ Race:       ⁪ Color: 

⁪ National Origin:      ⁪ Sex: 

⁪ Age:       ⁪ Disability: 

⁪ Religion:              

Describe in detail the specific incident(s) that is the basis(es) of the alleged discrimination. 

(Describe each incident of discrimination separately.  Attach additional pages as necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

Please explain how other persons or groups were treated differently by the person(s)/agency who discriminated against 

you. 

 

 

 

 

Please list and describe all documents, emails, or other records and materials pertaining to your complaint. 

 

 

 

 

Please list and identify any witness(es) to the incidents or persons who have personal knowledge of information 

pertaining to your complaint. 

 

 

 

 

Have you previously or otherwise complained about this incident or related acts of discrimination? If so, please identify 

the individual to whom you made the report, the date on which you made the report, and the resolution. Please provide 

any support documentation. 
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Please provide any additional information about the alleged discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

If an advisor will be assisting you in the complaint process, please provide his/her contact info 

 

               

First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name 

 

               

Street Address 

 

               

City 

 

               

State       Zip Code 

 

               

Telephone Number      Email Address      

This complaint form must be signed and dated in order to address your allegations. 

Additionally, this office will need your consent to disclose your name, if needed, in the course 

of our investigation.  The Discrimination Complaint Consent/Release form is attached.  If you 

are filing a complaint of discrimination on behalf of another person, our office will also need 

this person’s consent. 

 

I certify that to the best of my knowledge the information I have provided is accurate and the events and circumstances 

are as I have described them.  I also understand that if I will be assisted by an advisor, my signature below authorizes the 

named individual to receive copies of relevant correspondence regarding the complaint and to accompany me during the 

investigation. 

 

               

Signature (Firma)      Date (Fecha) 
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINT CONSENT/RELEASE FORM 

 

Please review the information on this page carefully before you begin. 

               

 

               

First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name 

 

               

Street Address 

 

               

City 

 

               

State       Zip Code 

As a complainant, I understand that in the course of an investigation it may become necessary for the Mesilla Valley 

Metropolitan Planning Organization to reveal my identity to persons at the organization or institution under 

investigation.  I am also aware of the obligations of the Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization to honor 

requests under the Freedom of Information Act.  I understand that as a complainant I am protected from retaliation from 

having taken action or participated in action to secure rights protected by nondiscrimination statutes and regulations 

which are enforced by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWY) of the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

 

Please check one: 

⁪  I CONSENT and authorize the Mesilla Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (MVMOP), as part of its own 

investigation, to reveal my identity to persons at the organization, business, or institution, which has been identified 

by me in my formal complaint of discrimination.  I also authorize MVMPO to discuss, receive, and review materials 

and information about me from the same and with appropriate administrators or witnesses for the purpose of 

investigating this complaint.  In doing so, I have read and understand the information at the beginning of this form.  I 

also understand that the material and information received will be used for authorized civil rights compliance 

activities only.  I further understand that I am not required to authorize this release and do so voluntarily. 

⁪  I DENY CONSENT to the MVMPO to reveal my identity to persons at the organization, business, or institution 

under investigation.  I also deny consent to have MVMPO disclose my information contained in the complaint with 

any witnesses I have mentioned in the complaint.  In doing so, I understand that I am not authorizing MVMPO to 

discuss, receive, nor review any materials and information about me from the same.  In doing so, I have read and 

understand the information at the beginning of this form.  I further understand that my decision to deny my consent 

may impede this investigation and may result in the unsuccessful resolution of my case. 

 

               

Signature (Firma)      Date (Fecha) 

http://mvmpo.las-cruces.org/
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MESILLA VALLEY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

DISCUSSION FORM FOR THE MEETING OF April 5, 2018

AGENDA ITEM:
5.2 Destino 2045 Comment Period

DISCUSSION:
The El Paso MPO is currently updating their Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) named Destino
2045.

The public comment period for Destino 2045 is now open until April 9.

Mesilla Valley MPO Staff is currently working on comments to submit to the El Paso MPO regarding
Destino 2045. The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss the content of the comments for Destino
2045.


